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Little Jennie 
jj s 

empty cradl e s ho t 

the boneyard 

man of des t iny shot 

page one 

In this boatshed, an American 

treas ure lie rotting f or eight 

years ••• Too big, too old, too 

neglected to sell, the marina had 

finally decided her f ate. 

But one man was dete rmined that th i s 

historic craft would sail again. 

Thus began a d ramatic and amb it i ous 

adventure, one that would tax hi s 

abilities t o t he fu lles t and bring 

together a community to restore the 

oldest American merchant s ailing 

vessel in existenc e, t he Little 

Jennie. 

[WORK MONTAGE wi UPBEAT MUSIC] 

Their goal? To rendevouz in OpSail. 

'86 with the most stirring testament 

ever of American freedom: t he Statue 

of Li berty. 

[BILLBOARD: "FREEDOM'S GLORY: THE RESTORATION OF THE LITTLE 
J ENNIE ."] 
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Little Jennie 

-maps dissolve to reveal 
Centerport 

Tom Wisner's "Blow' d 
and Torn" beg i ns ove r 
film of young Bi lly 
jumping in the water 

Perks interview 

cutaway LJ off sho re 

c/u of badge t o 
Bill hopping i nto boat 

Bill & partner 
patrolling on the water 

water s hi mmering on the 

page two 

Cent erp rt Harbor ••• Tucked away on_ 

Long I s land 's Nor th Shore, it i s here 

that William Towns end Perks first fell 

in love with the Littl e Jennie. 

"My earliest experience with the 
vessel was when I was a li t tl e ki d and 
i t was moored off t he Hunting t on Bay 
yacht c lub ••• and just remember being 
awestruck as a young boy and 
swimmiming out to it at night time, 
playing pirate aboa r d it when the 
owners weren 't on board." 

At age 21 , Perks became a bay 

cons t abl e, a policeman on the water s 

for his home t own. Never far from hi s 

mind, t hough , was his dream of own i ng 

the Li ttl e J ennie. 

One day, Sept . 19, 1984·, his dream 

side of LJ , pan to reveal came true, a dream which would soon 
tr ailboards 

Gl en LaMay 
wi cutaways of stills 
of LJ at the shipyard 

t u rn into an obsession ••• 

"We met down at Knutson's one 
af ternoon and he showed me this ' scow' 
and I had to take a couple steps back 
and say I really think this boat is 
beyond help ••• " 
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Little Jennie 

wider shot of Glen 

Glen LaMay, perhaps 
VOstills only 

Bill Perk s perhaps 
VO st il ls 

still of tug towing LJ 

page three 

Gl en LaMay, a friend of Perks who 

would l a ter pl ay a key role in the 

res torat ion. 

" . •• there was nothing left of the 
o r ig inal equipment . There was 
no t hing, no engine, just . basically a 
hull and a deck and tha t was about 
it ••• " 

Perk s had purchased the vessel f or one 

dollar under the provi sion it be 

r emoved from the shipyard in 7 days. 

At the t i me he never real i zed what an 

his to ric fi nd the Li tt le Jennie was. 

" ••• We went right t o work on the boat 
and started i n wi th a patch of the 
vess el ••• pu t a q uick coat of bottom 
paint on he r and launched her about 12 
hour s later, j ust maki ng the tide ••• " 

A friend ' s t ug boat towed the Little 

Jennie t o its mooring just off Perks 

waterfront home. There she floated, 

with the help of pumps 24 ho ur s a day. 

It was only 18 months f rom the event . 

So Perks went ri ght to work •• • 
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Litt l e Jennie 

diagram of a bugeye hull 

video of the cran e a nd 
the bulk head 

Bill Perks 

vid e o of att empts at 
ra i sing LJ 

Glen LaMay VO vid eo 

page four 

The f i rst step in t h e restoration was 

the integrity of the hUll. For that, 

t he Littl e J ennie had to be raised out 

of the water. 

A home came ra captu red t he events of 

that day. LaMay volunteered a crane 

f r om t h e LaMay & Son s Construction 

Company. The boat wei g h 30 tons , near 

t h e maximum capac ity of the c r ane, and 

i t had to be lifted from an awkward 

po s i tion. 

"I t was t he fee ling of the crane 
ope r ator •.• that we would b e ab l e to 
succ eed ." 

But wha t no on e h ad a cco unted fo r 

wa s the bulkhead , the r e t a ining wall 

that separates the l and f r om the s e a . 

Afte r several attempts a t r a isin g her, 

th e bul khead st a rted to g ive way under 

the mi ghty t onnage of crane and boat. 

";~.It ~as a ma tter of which would 
g ive f ir i~ ~ would t he crane fold or 
t he bu l khead g ive way and the crane 
fallon t op of the Jennie ••• " 
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Littl e Jennie 

more a ttempts to r ais e 
her 

LJ being swung into 
he r cradle 

. some more video 

Otar corn ing around 
LJ wi board 

VO Ota r continuing up 
ladd e r into the boat 

page five 

Wooden planks were pl aced undernea th 

the crane's outrigg e rs to dist r i bu te 

the weight. But the t ide kept getting 

l ower, mak ing it mo re and more 

difficult to ra ise he r ••• 

Finally , she was pluck ed fr om the mud 

and swung gingergly int o her 

restor a tion cradle ••• 

Perks hir ed Otar Kirkbach, a maste r 

Norweigan shipbui lde r, to begin wor k 

on the hull ••• 

" In t he l ate par t of t he wi nter , he 
called and asked me i f I coul d s t art 
around Ma rch ••• l carne around and 
looked a t it and I recognized t he boat 
right away ••• (cu t t o Otar1s fac e at -
interview) ••• 1 got interested and 
said, 'Yeh, I'll work on it.'n 



Little Jennie 

stills of watertight 
bulkheads and 
Ott a r working down 
i n t he hull 

audio of hammer & 
exertions 

stills and video 
of bilge keels 

Perks ' quote 

page seven 

Three water t ight bulkheads had to be 

installed . A wat ertight bulkhead is a 

wall r unning f r om one side of the hull 

t o the ot her . It fo r ms the inne r 

support structure fo r t he hul l and is 

also i nstal led as a safe ty measure in 

case th e boat tak es on water. 

Ot t ar then s ecured bilge keels 

to either s i de of t he hull. Bi lge 

keels are a compromi s e to the original 

retr actable keel but it was a 

compromise borne of the realities of 

t ime , money and the shallowness of 

Cen t e r port Harbor. 

"I be l ieve and the people at OpSail 
believe t hat t his is going to be one 
of the most historic occasions ever in 
our a r ea ." 

Perk s enthus iasm was infectious and, 

t hough the early fundraisers--held a t 

loca l pubs--netted a tota l of $250, 

Opera t ion Little Jennie was born .•• 



Little Jennie 

Perks quote 

establishing shot of 
Chesapeake--the bridge 
Tom Wisner aud io 

Bill talking to 
Ralph Eshelman 

Tom Wi s ner a udio 
b&w st i l l s o f oyster 
boats, oystermen, etc. 

stil l s hot of boat 

perhaps backed by 
old oystermen s ong s 
from Tom Wisner 

tilt down roster of 
bug eyes 

Bill talking wi Ralph 
Eshelman 

page s even 

"They' r e not j ust cel eb rating 
Ame rica, t hey're cel ebrating the 
immig rants, al l nat i ons . Ships will 
be comi ng fr om al l ove r the world to 
celebrate tl is s ta tue . If 

" (hum) •• • wor k i ng out a way to do your 
d r e am . " 

Meanwhi le Perk s dug back thro ugh t i me 

and discovered some startingly f acts 

about the Little Jennie. It was far 

older than he had ever imagined , 10 2 

years old. Indeed , upon f urther 

inves tiga tion, he determined it to be 

t he oldest remaining Ame rican-buil t 

merchant sailing vessel. 

"Thi s boat was made of lumb e r , etc. 
oak ribbed and p i ne ••• (hum) n 

She is a bug~ye ketch , 61 f eet long, 

or i gina lly bu il t to dredge oyste rs in 

the Chesapeak e Bay. It became 

appa rent t ha t the Little Jennie is the 

very las t original sa i l ing b~geye 

ketch, a particular ly American style 

of craf t because it descends directly' 

from the American Indian dugout log 

canoe •• • 

. 
' . . 



Little Jennie 

~om Wisner audio 

st il l from book of 
indians hollowing out 
a log wi fire 

shot from book of an 
early log canoe 

Ralph Eshelman on
camera 

cutaways 

back to Eshelman 

Tom Wisner audio 

page eight 

" ••• She 's a wood boat , Lord, she's a 
good boat. " 

Large tr ees were pl entiful on the 

Chesapeake t hen and t he local i ndians 

wou l d create canoes by hollow i ng out 

the logs wi t h fire. 

The European s e ttle r s capital ized on 

the design by us ing more than one log 

and adding sail s. 

"They neede d l arger space to t ake 
larger canoes than the indians needed 
so they would take two canoes and tie 
them together ••• event ual l y we ended 
up with t hree l og canoes, then seven 
log canoes ••• t he ul t i mate was when you 
got canoes tha t wer e nine l ogs and by 
that t i me t hey got to be call ed 
bugeyes . And no one knows f o r s ure 
why t hey're called bugeyes except some 
bel ieve itts a s candinavian offshoot 
of 'bucki', which was what t hey call ed 
an oyster." 

" .•• You cut a tree down ~nd you mill 
it into l umb er ••• (hum) " 



Little Jennie 

, ... 
" 

title of ownership 

picture of framed & 
plank bugeye 

Geoffrey Footner's 
interview 

Torn Wisne r audio , 

skipjack at s unse t 

s tills of new s paper 
articles 

p an fr om harbor to in 
hull whe r e Ottar is 
drill ing 

page n ine 

Recogni z ing the boomin g Chesapeake 

Bay oyste ring industry , James T. Marsh 

lease d s ome l and in Solomon's Island, 

Maryland and soon b ecame ~ mos t 

p r oli~i c and i nnovat iv e builder of t he 

Chesapeake Bay b ug eye, inc l ud ing, in 

1884, t he Li ttl e Jennie. 

She is a fr amed and plank b ugeye . 

I nstead of a hull const ructed of huge 

logs, the Jennie 's hull is made up o f 

well-mea s ured pl anks supported by 

r e gula r fr ames., 

"It wasn't long before the bugeyes 
s craped the bot t om clea n ••• They became 
surplus v e r y quickly." 

" ••• The ult ima te creation of another 
p lace a nd time •• • " 

Bac k on Long Island, word spread o f 

Per ks love affair with the boat and 

wo rk con tinued on the hull • •• 



Litt l e Jenn ie 

'red' Otta r g rinding 
hi s hatchet 

map 

• l ead- i nto Taube 

int e rview mixed with 
c/ u cutaways of 
plane shaving wood 

Billy glvlng d irections 
t o crane operator at 
the bottom of the hill 

ep i s ode of moving the 
old bowsprit 

page ten 

In o r der to attract large r spons9rs 

to the p ro j ect , Perk s f elt it urgent 

to fin i s h the hu l l a nd get tt~ Litt l e 

Jennie back in t he wate r. 

Meanwhi l e, s hip's carpenter , Donald 

Taube, fa s hi oned t he bowspri t • • ~ 

"Chesapeak e Bay boat s , bugeye s and 
s kip j a ck s , tend t o be very heavi ly 
built, fa irly heavi ly sai led because 
they were meant to be heav ily l oad ed 
and t he Lit tle Jenn i e , of course , i s 
no exception . As a~':"~l foot boat , l6 .·~ · 
f eet wide, s he was probably capabl e of 
car rying 800 oysters· on deck which 
wou l d p robly put her decks awash and 
put qui te a s t rain on the hull and t he 
rig, so the timber had to be pre t ty 
massive ." 

The date was set f o r the launching, 

Aug. 17 and an intens ive vo l unteer 

effor t to ready the - boat beg an. 

.. 



Little Jennie 

Bill speaking as he 
and Otar wo r k on the 
rudde r 

bu l ldo ze r moving dirt 

bulldozer putti ng 
logs in pl ac e 

voluntee r s s etting 
them in mud 

vo luntee r s s anding 
pa t ching etc. 

more video of 
volunteers a t work 

pag e eleven 

"What we're basically trying to do is 
just continue to concentrate on the 
hull and take care of 
anything ••• That's i t. You've go t it , 
now ••• So we're gonna prepare the hull ; 
t hat means, th e rudder, s haft, 
propello r, anyth i ng und er the 
water;get the z incs in posi tion;finish 
belting in t he engin e beds ••• let me 
give you a hand here. That ' s 
it ••• and, ah, pa i nt t he bottom. At 
which time, next satu rday at 11 
o'clock we're goi ng to a ttempt to 
l aunch her ••• " 

The steep grade was p repared f or the 

descent of the crane. The bulkhead 

was reinforced wi th heavy l ogs set in 

place, then, with the aid of a wate r 

jet, sunk deep into the mud. 

Through the dog days of Augu s t 

weather , vol unteer s sanded, patch ed 

and .painted t he bottom. 

The launch ing would be t he f irst 

major public event for t he projec t. 

Hundreds of onlookers were expected as 

well as the pr int and electronic 

media. A mi ssed deadline or a ca rele~s 

mistake woul d destroy the credibility 

of the fledgling p roject. 



Little Jenn i e . 

-Early morning: Cente r port 
Harbo r. Chy r on : Sat u r day, 
Aug. 17th. 
-People chatting 
-The crane ar r ives 
- Onlookers gathe ring 
-scaffolding removed 
-Bill meeting with 
strategists, h e seems 
somewhat relaxed 
-straps attached 
-more onlookers gather i ng 
-Laura Perks be i ng 
interviewed 

page twelve 

-crane tightens up on s traps 

Laura Perks chr ist en i ng 
the boat 

-wide sho t 
-messenge r g ives sign f o r 
up. 
-crane star ts to li f t 
-B i l l 
-Bill ad j usts the wood en 
support 
- Bil l 

-Glen ' s r espons e 

-w ide s hot boat sta rted 
t o be l i f ted , t hen 
d ropped . 
- s econd camera, s howing 
same 
- Bi ll behind the LJ 
- Bi l l responds then 
climbs up over t he side 
- Bi ll on boat talking t o 
t hos e below 

-cutaway t o t hose below 
listening 

Everything s e emed t o be r eady. 

"Here' s t o t he Li t tle J ennie and long 
may she s a il." (smas h) 

"Hold i t . Hol d it . Lift it up." 

"He 's got to go up. He's resting on 
one post. 

"We 're t rying Bill. We've got to boom 
up t o get i t away from you." 

"Bill , you a l l right? 
"Yeh , Jus t hold on a s econd." 

"Something 's going t o go if we keep, 
up and down. So if we could jus t s wing 
her up and put her down." 



Little Jenn ie . 

-Bill jumps ove r s i de 
-w ide shot boat l i ft i ng 
-guys pusing it off 
-boat i s swung over 
bulkhead 
- t ouchdown 
- people clapp i ng 
-bowsprit put in 

shots from the dingy 

page thirteen 

Volunt eer s caref ully gu ided the 

brand new bowsprit i nt o pos ~~ion . 

Then t he Little Jennie was towed 

acros s t he har bor to a reception at 

the Centerpo r t Marina , her new horne. 

Bill toasts "He r e 's t o a monst r ous p roject. " 

Si nger beg ins DOh beaut i fu l, f or spacious s kies • •• 
cutaways behind mus i c 
s tart with sign announcing 
reception and ends wi 
st ill "Toyota sho t " of 
Bill on boat. 

Tom Wi s ner audio: "Dredg i n' is my d r udgery ; sailing i s 

oystermen pul l ing up 
oysters, either live 
action or sti l l s 
backed by audio of 

my p r i de • •• e t~ •••• since I' s a boy." 

The Little J enn ie s erve d her owne rs 

wel l as an oys t e r d r edger f rom 1886 

t o 1927 •• • In 1927, a s t orm sunk the 

vess el of f a pier in Oxford, 

Maryland ••• 



Little Jenni e . 

Down s Curti s 

cutaway of boat at 
Oxford boaty~r d 

still of Litt le Jennie 
without two fo rw a r d 
cabins 

map of the Ches apeake 
with dotted line 
indicating tr ip to 
Balt imo r e 

lead-in to Thompson 
Roth 

Roth 

pag e fourteen 

"She d rug andhor and went in unde r 
t he bulkhead and s ank. They uprighted 
her and pumped her out and t ook her to ' 
town creek with a s chooner on each 
side and then it was rebui lt at th e 
Oxford boatyard and f r om ther e Capta in 
Mills owned her." 

Captain Jim Mili s made the fi r st 

significant alteration of the Little 

Jennie. He added an eng ine. Mills 

dredged oyste r s dur ing t he wint er 

oystering seasons and, during the 

summer, transported cargo. 

The Little Jennie carried wheat 

north up t he Ches ape ake to Baltimore 

and returned l aden wi t h watermelons. 

Thomps on Roth sailed with Captain 

Mills on the Jennie's cargo trips •.• 

"Just Capt. Mill s and myself . Just a 
two-man crew. That's all t hat was 
there. We loaded and unloaded 
ourselves. Cour s e, Capt . Mil ls didn' t 
do too much of that. He watched ! 
(laughs ) 



Little Jennie 

w~o t~ ot LJ being 
r e f urbished at t he 
Oxf ord boatyard 

beauty st i lls of 
the boat sa i l i ng OJ 
Throgs Neck b r i dge , etc 
Island 

establishing shot of 
Clearwate r 
-Bill giv i ng p itch 

gui tars playing in 
backg r ound 

Bi l l g reeting Glen & 
Debbie 

guys playing guitars 

Captain· Morley's 
interview 
cutaway to people 
enjoying themselves 

girl raising . the 
Cl earwater flag 

., . , . 

vas e six t een 

The next owner , a man named Jack 

Dona hu e, purchased th e Little 

Jennie and had it ove r hauled a t t he 

Oxford boatyard. It was Donahue who 

~()ved t he ves sel to the wate r s of 'Long 

where he s ailed the Little Jenn ie fo r 

15 s ummer s easons. 

A summer of fundraisers f ollowed the 

launc hi ng. The Hudson River $loop, t he 

Cl ea r wat e r , hos t ed a f und raiser i n 

nea rby Nor t hpor t Ha rbo r ••• 

"There you a r el Gee, I t hou ght you had 
abandoned sh i p he r e ." 

"I t h i nk i t 's a' good i dea f or the 
Li t t l e J ennie and t he Clearwa t er ••• 
to s t ay sai l ing because t hey d raw 
attention to t he w·ater. They I re a 
f ocal point f or people t o come back to 
the wate r." 



Little Jennie . 

camera on deck. Bill 
looking forward 

t he bowsprit t r ac i ng 
an arc along the 
horizon 

Steve looks up at Bi l l 

Bill dives into t he water 

Bill 

pag e seventeen 

. Some weeks later , through the ear l y 

morning f og , Pe r ks t owed the Little 

Jenni e t o Nor thport Ha r bor for the 

local Cow Harbor Day Parade. Along 

the way the p ropellor shaft s c r ewed 

itself hal f way out of the boat and the 

Jennie s tar ted to take on wa t e r . •• 

"She' s l eak i ng ." 

"Turn the light on." 

There was only one way to replac e t he 

shaft ••• 

"You got it on, Steve ?" 

Steve, in t he da rk interior "Coupl e inches to go, it' s t i ght ." 
of the cab i n 

Bill answers 
Dr. Robi n relays 

Bill gets back on boat, 
smiling and dripping 

water c hurn ing. Pan 
up to Bil l who says 

sound of ma rching 
band 
volunteers marching 
i n t he parade 

"Reg ular t hr ead or clockwise? " 

"Reg ul ar t hread ••• clockwis e ." 

"We got it. It' s in." 

"Gen t lemen, there it is : the Great 
Cow Ha r bo r." 



The Little Jennie page eighteen 

Per ks and his volu nt eers marc hed i n 

wide shot of boat at the parade , then pl ayed host to the 
dock 
people streaming down curious who marv e led at the oldest 
to see it . 
from behind t he he ads Ame ri can merchant sai l ing ves sel. 
in the c r owd 
girl hawking T-sh i rts 
little kid sitting on 
bowsprit, dream i ng 

from reflection in Sti ll unable to power hersel f, the 
water to tilt up of 
LJ being towed Lit t le Jenn i e hosted the Labo r Day 

wi de shot of boat leav ing J azz Fest i val t o furt her spread the 
harbor 

Ken Deegan 

Mack the Kn if e i s 
played . Cu t t ogethe r 
people en joy ing 
t hemselves 

pul l back f rom Margue ri t e 

news of her reb i rth. 

nTh i s yea r we teamed up with Bi l l 
Pe rk s and t he Li t tle Jennie. So any 
he l p you can give f or the 
rehab i li t ation of t his 100 year-old 
boat , pl ease do s o. That' s enough 
talk fo r t onight. Sit back and en j oy 
the mus ic." 

That s ummer, the Little Jennie hand 

ad just ing the flag f ound he rself a sis ter ship, the 

Svanen f rom Stockholm, Sweden. Both 

t he Svanen and the Little Jennie were 

headed fo r OpSail '86. 



Little Jennie 

Carl Shaking hands 
at ceremony 

page nineteen 

Carl Ring , cap t ain of the Svanen, 

towed the Litt l e J ennie to t he Gl en 

wide shot of two boa ts Cove Expo, 20 mi les by sea ... Followi ng 

Onlooker s come aboa rd the th e cermonies the two captain s 'headed 
LJ 

ep i s od e of Svanen 
t ow ing LJ 

ove r the last shots 
of Svanen t owing 
Jennie ep i s ode. 

Glen LaMay 

shots of portholes 
deadeyes, et c. 

for home ••• 

The summer of '85 was d r awing to a 

c lose. Ope r ation Li ttl e Jenni e had 

r ai sed a lot of cons cious ness but very 

l ittle money _ A hint of gallows humo r 

circu lated among t he volunteers. 

" It was a fun p r oject, is what i t was 
supposed t o be. I t's become quit e a 
bit of an obligat i on. You know t he· 
famous quot e: 'Another weekend ruined 
by the Little J enni e .'n 

Fo r tunatel y , s a ils and some r i gg ing 

had come with t he boat. But , she was 

wi thout an engine or masts. Below 

deck was barren, no electricity, no 

plumbi ng and a thousand construction 

det ails r emai ned t o be addressed. 



Little Jennie 

kids walking ~~ to 
the boat 

gargoyle at sunset shot 

lead-in to Piffath 

Pif fath 

lead-in to Gerry 
Piffath 

Piffath quote 

over Piffath speaking 

pag e twenty 

Otta r was taken off the payrol l. 

There s i mply was no more mon ey, not 

from Operat~on Lit tle Jennie; no t from 

Perks' pocket. All wo rk stopped on the 

boat and a long cold winter loomed 

before them .•. 

Most troubl ing of all the p roject 

began to resemble the aborted 

restoration e f f o r t of 1976 . 

"When you were on t hat thing and under 
s ail, the wor l d was gone. Yo u we re 
like in heaven , s o quiet, so s mooth • •• 

Gerry Piffat h, had many times sa i led 

on the Li t tle J ennie with the p reviou s 

owner, Jack Donahue . 

" ••• Sometimes I had to l ook around to 
see if we were moving .it was so 
pl easant to be aboard." 

In 1972, Piffath purchased the Little 

Jennie. 



Little Jennie 

The LJ in fr ont of 
Anchor Inn 

Piffath 

LJ in front of Anchor 
Inn 
Piffath 

still shots of LJ 
s urrounded by crew 

Pi f fa th 

over Pi ffath t a l king 

fade to black 

page twenty-one 

"When I purchased the boat , it was in 
Ma ttituck ..• r though i t was s afe t here 
in fr ent of the Anchor Inn ••. But what 
I didn't realize was the boat was 
be i ng us ed be people, unau thor i zed , 
j ust made a shambles of t he inte ri o r 
of t he boat ••• And r s a i d s ometh i ng has 
to be done. We 6an't leave i t l ike 
th i s , it' s go i ng to s ink her e ••• 

Pi ff a t h t owe d her back to Hun ting ton 

and hired a crew to a ttempt a compl ete 

over haul to ready the Litt le Jennie 

fo r OpSail '76, the tall ships pa r ade 

in celeb r at ion of United States 

Bicentenn ial . 

Del ays and cost-overruns forced t he 

abandonment of t he project. 

"r had dec ided to throw in the t owel , 
where the good money was f lowing after 
the bad . And i t was getting nowhere. 
The boat seemed to s tand still." 

Though Pi ff ath never reached OpSail 

'76, once again a man who loved the 

Little Jennie, had rescued her from 

extinction. 
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Supported by wooden s caffold ing , a 
Billy wor ki ng on tarp 

t a rp was draped Gve ~ the Gua t to 

sh ield i t and the workers fr om the 

elements . The next major stoep i n the 

restorat i on was to replace the ma in 

c ab in which was completely r otten. 

Tom Wisner audio--"It 's a l abor of love .. • " 

cut to Bi ll wrestling 
wi c hainsaw in t he 
destruc t ion of the 
cabin 
volunteers st r uggle 
r emoving panel 
the rot ten panel is 
thrown ou t on t he 
dock 
putting cabin t op on 
including shots of the 
beams in place 
tarring the s ide 
putting panel on side of 
cabin 
hammering the panel in 
place 
f iberglassing the panel 
etc. 

night shot under the 
glowing tarp 

establishing shot 
Bill grinding 

But time was as critical as money. 

And every night a f ter work , the 

struggl e against the c l ock continued. 

Weekend af ter weekend was engulfed by 

the t ask at hand. 



Little Jenni e 

Bill's comment 

Bill 

establishing s hot 

pan of t he pole 

Donald Taub measuring 
and eye ing the pole 

shot f rom right at the 
end of the mast. helper 
attaches a measuring 
string and walks it down 
t he mast 

page twenty-thre e 

"Thi s i s th e hi dd en beauty of thi s 
p rojec t • •• " 

And th e volunteers ••• ? 

Wel l, we grinded l at e into the 
evening so I 'm s ure he didn ' t just 
want to rush ri ght out of bed and corne 
down here ••• Thi s i s cal led tax i ng the 
f ri endsh i ps ••• 

Shi p ' s carpente r , Donald Taub began 

work on the main mast . Unabl e to 

affo r d a su itable tree, a power pol e 

was purc hased from Lilco, Long 

Isl and' s e lectrica l util ity. 

It i s Sp ruce Pine, 75 f eet long , t wo 

tons with a cir cumference of 18 

inches. To become a mast, the pole 

must be trimmed to precisely 60 fe e t 

l ong, on e ton with a circumf erenc e of 

16 inches. It will also have to be 

care fu lly t apered; the bot t om is 

squared , the middle rounded and 

the top eight-sided . 



Little Jenni e 

Taub talking wi h~l per 

-chain saw first brought 
up to mast 
-c lose-up of s aw cutt ing 
-shot of t he two guys 
struggling wi saw 

from on hi gh. i t' s obv ious 

page twenty- f our 

"What we're set up her e to do is take 
a chain saw mill, run it down this 
log and make a flat side of it , 3 

surface which will be st raight ." 

t hey've made some progre ss The methods s eem crude but t hey a r e 

-shot of guy cu t t ing 
wi sawdust blowing in his 
f ace 
-clos e-up of saw cutting 

t hey app r oach the end 
of the log 

clu of the br eakthrough 
t o pull out of 
congrat~lations 

Bill flipp~ng through 
Rolodex 
now on phone 

establishing shot of 
Vanderbilt estate 

based on p recise mea s u r ements and 

s trict mathema t ic and mechanic 

p rincipl es . 

As the mast progresses, the tools 

and the methods will become 

increasingly refined •• • 

"I th i nk we may have some good news at 
our next meeting ••• " 

The Vanderbilt Estate, the former 

home of millionaire William K. 

Vanderbilt, now, a museum owned and 

operated by Suffolk County. 
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Bill walking in 
through the door 

At the negotiating 
t able with approp ria t e 
c utaways 

Bi l l being walked to t he 
door. They shake hand s 

Bill s triding out th rough 

page twen ty-five 

Si nce the onset of the project, PG ~k s 

had hoped to stage a gala Capt ain' s 

Ball he re to rai se funds for the 

Little Jennie. Lack ing a cor po rat e 

sponsor, the s ucc ess of the f undraiser 

had become cr it i cal ••. 

The Captains' Ball wo uld be a gala , 

black t i e aff a ir, $150 a per son , on 

t he fro nt l awn of· the l uxu riou s 

Vanderb i lt Estate just of f Cente rport 

Harbor . The Li ttl e J ennie wou ld host 

the tal l sh i ps capt ains and t heir 

c rews as they he ad ed down Long Island 

Sound t o t he Ju l y 4t h cel ebration in 
• 

l'ftjf:io r k' ~ arb 0 r • .. - '"""-: . 

Afte r ~onths of painstaki ng 

negot i at ions with the trustees, a date 

was f ina lly s et , July 1st. 

For, the first t ime since the Little 

the tunnel J ennie was rescued a lmost two years 

raises his arms in 
triumph 

ago , i t appear ed as if she really 

would make her rendevouz with Lady 

Liberty after all ••• 
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-Bill pulls of f the 
wheel 

Pepper wor king on layout 

working on the l ayout 

drawing the lines 

page twenty- s i x 

I " · 

S~me h ow t he pro j ~ct lu rc hed f r om week 

t o wee k the cont r ibu t ion of a ne eded 

too l , the arrival of a new volunteer, 

the donat i on of a va luable service. 

The projec t al so at tracted a ra re 

breed of c r aftsman : wooden boat 

bui lders. At the Calve r t Marine 

Mus e um, Pepper , t he r es ident 

woodwo r ke r, fash ion new t r ai lboa r ds 

fo r t he Lit t le Jenn ie ••• 

"After we ge t t he pattern laid out 
t he way we think i t should be a s near 
as we can possibly get it . Then we 
have to s tar t carving ••• 

In carving t hes e t rail boa r ds , it 's 
just l ike c a rving anything : t he main 
t hi ng i s not t o t ake off too much 
wood , because when it's gone, it 's 
ha r d t o put back ••• 

Thi s boat was built back before my 
t i me but my fa t her wo rked in the s ame 
s hipya rd and I donlt do ubt i f he 
d i dn't help bui ld the Li t t le Jenn i e 
because he was working f or the Mar s h 
company about the same t i me the Lit tl e 
J ennie was bui l t. 
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Donald Taub 

cutaway 
Taub 

cutaway to his hands 

he connects points wi 
long stra~ght edge 
-someone wi s ki ll s aw 
cuts a swath f rom one 
end to the othe r 
-guy on end of mast wi 
plane 

- shot of LJ -tr a i l boards 
in the r a in 
- s hot f r om bow looking 
back wi Bi l l floating 
into the p i c ture 
-shot f rom t he ground 
of volunteer starting 
t o r emove tarp 
series of dissolves 
f rom on high of the 
t arp being r emoved 
f rom the boat 

page twenty- seven 

"What you last saw us doing on the 
th i s a couple weeks ago, we were 
wo r k ing with a chain s aw mill and use 
the chain saw mil l t o t ake a r ound l og 
and make it roughly squar e, us i ng 
t ools to get it perf ec tly squ a re in 
c r oss sections from th i s end all the 
way down t o the othe r end . Af te r 

. going through all that t rouble i n 
making is square, we 1re going t o make 
it r ound again ••• 
For al l you would- be mas t -builders 

ou t the re" you real l y s ho uld study 
your Euclidean geometry . V~ry handy 
when it comes t o bui ld ing anyt hing , 
masts, homes, whatever ••. 

What I've done now i s f ound the 
center of my s quar e . Now I' m us ing the 
divider t o take tha t distance and ma r k 
it off along my t wo d iagona l l ines •• • 

Now what I do is s qua re off my 
diagonals back the way ~cros s l ine ~ • • -

Next thing I do i s connect my points 
fr om one end of the log to the ' 
othe r ••• 

The mast is nearly r eady for 

del i very to Cente rport •• • 

27 
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end wi shot of 
ex ul tation 

-quick establishing of 
bridge befor e truck 
is visible 
-f rom back of t ruc k 

pag e twenty-eight 

-.: . 

On Ap r i l 16, 1986, vol unteer s removed 

the t a r p and ~caffol ding from ibe 

Littl e Jennie. Like a cocoon be i ng 

s haken free f ro m a but terfly, the 

t orpo r of that now- f orgotten wi nte r 

was cas t off wi th a s hudd er of j oy . 

Onc e a year , the Cumm ins Di esel 

Corpo rat i on donates a brand new dies el 

engine t o a wo rthwhi le restoration 

eff or t . Th i s yea r, 19 86, through t he 

recommendation of the National 

Mar itime Hi storical Society the 

donation went to Ope ration Little 

Jenn ie. 

For t he p r o ject, t he donation was 

lik e manna f rom heaven because, 

wi t hout an engine, t he Little Jennie 

wou ld not be a l lowed t o participate in 

t he t all s h i ps pa rade. 

? R 



Littl e Jenni e 

-tr uc K b~ck s up towa r d 
c amera 
-from side, t ruck backs 
into frame 
-tilt down to r evea l • 

'Diesel Docto r ' 
-Bill hops on w/ cha in 
- c/u of hand on chain, 
tilt up to two f aces 

-tilt down from c rane 
to Bill grabb ing hook 
-they at t ach hook, Bill 
gives t humbs up s ign 
- c/ u of c rane ope r ator 
- t r uck i s d riven out f rom 
unde r neat h eng ine 
- t hey walk engine over 
- c/ u c rane ope rator 
- Bi ll s tr uggl ing w/ engine 
-engi ne gliding over 
scaff ol ding 

- t wi r l f rom under 
scaffold ing, crane to Bill 
looki ng down 
- engine starts descent into 

page tvlen ty-nine 

"r'll pull it right underneath that 
cr ane. We'll lift i t ri ght off ." 

"Thing t o do is no t even try .to lift 
i t out . Jus t lift it up and I'll 
dr i ve out f r om unde r it . " 

"Got i t, Car l ?" 
"Yah , All r i ght ." 

boa t "Down you go!" 
- Bil l giving hand signals 
to crane operator 
-look ing down on block & 
engine 
- l ooking into engine 
cabin from other way 
c/u Joe 

c/u crane operator 
movi ng controls 
- Bi l l shakes hands w/ 
Cumm ins people 

-tilt down from engine 
hatch t o reveal product 
shot of installed engine 

"Down a bi t more!" 

"Got abou t s ix inches to go." 
"Six inches !" 

"Good l uck with it." 
"Thank you very much we' ll try to put 

i t to good use." 
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-audi o of Carl's bell clanging 

-mother & children 
walking from the end of 
dock 
-cut to mo the r stand ing 
at bow speaking 

-quick cutaway of child 
sleeping 

-Mothe r and ch i l dr en wa lk 
off 

-colorized shot of mast 
being transported ove r 
the bridge 

- establishing of two 
mast lying togethe r 
-Tom and Fran sanding 
the masts 

-ciu pf Jack' s face 
to hands burning rope 

-his face s aying this 

"Last s ummer when I was pregnant , 
Ch r i stopher and I wa l ked down he re 
just about every day and th[c~gh we 
didn't have a name p i cked out f o r a 
gir l yet, we always liked the anem 
Jennie. So we though thought of 
naming her Jennie a f te r the Li t tl e 
J ennie. Chri s topher liked the i dea, 
too. So, in a way, we really d id name 
her after the boat." 

Taub 's brand new main mast was 

delivered to Centerport . It was 

Taub 's recommendation to carve the 

smaller mast from t he ma in mast that 

had come with the pu r cha s e of t he 

boa t, even though it was old, 

neglected and a litt l e warped. 

Jack Lidell, who had rigged the 

Little Jennie in the ear ly 70s, 

volunteered to d ress out the mas ts . 

"This is a deck hand rope. 
cut it anymore, you burn it. 
and seal i t right in." 

You don't 
Burn it 
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- s pool unwinding r ope 
-Jack walking away wi rope from camera 
-camera walking with Jack car r ying rope 

-establishing fr om on 
h i gh of Don21d ~aub 
walk ing into ho le on deck 
-shot on deck of Taub Some last mi nu te adj ustments p repar e d 
descend i ng into hole 
-c/us of Taub hammering the way fo r the i nst a l lation of the 
below, pullout to r eveal 
hole masts . 

-men lift mast off ho r ses 
and onto hand tr uc k 
-wal k i ng the mast f orward The masts wer e swung int o postion 
-mast is walked by in 
the street unde r the crane . 
-mast rolling right by 
came ra 
- mast walked ove r ont o 
ho r s e. There a r e al r e ady 
two masts in pos it ion 

- beauty shot of s un peeking 
t h ro ugh t he c rane 
- Bill gestures 
-three guys ac ~uu~ v~ 
mast guid ing i t 
-mast sw ing i ng over 
-wide sho t of LJ wi mast 
app roaching i t 
- t ilt f rom crane & c abl e t o 
vol unte e rs guiding i t in 
- Bill on mast wI walki e-
tal kie. Gestures -
-crane ope rator re~?~n ds 
on wa lkie-talk ie 
-mast s ta r ting t o go in 

-Donald Taub below 
- Bi ll, a s he wa l ks down 
bowsprit 
- Kerri tugging on l ine 
-Bill, knife in teeth, 
climbs rope 
-cutaway , volun t eers 
l ooking up 
- Bill cuts rope 

"On the count of t hree. One. Two. 
Three1" 

"OK, Wayne. Up you ~o." 

"Boom down." 

"Hey , you don't have to pe Picass o 
down t he r e . Jus t get it in." 
"Beaut iful . Kee p wiggling i t ." 

"That's it Donald ." 
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-tilt from hole to 
mas t swing ing towar d -- vIi th dayl ight f ai l i ng, the ' afte rtrfast 
boat 
-Kerri tending rope was i ns t a lled just as smoothly . 
-c rowd watc hing 
-tilt ' f r om top of mast to 
bottom of mast just 
about to go in "Two mo r e f eet. Down t wo fee t ! " 
- s hot of mast alone in 
its place "Ok, s he' s goo d ." 
-B i ll and c r ew c elebr a t es 

- wide s hot of LJ wi her 
rak ed s t icks The trademark r aked masts of the 

girl s walking int o 
off ice 

- pull back f rom boat 
out window to activi ty 
ins i de 

- Ka r e n wo rk i ng on 
c e r t ificates 

-Di ane t yp ing 

- etc. etc. etc . 

bugeye ketc hl Suddenly , the Litt le 

J enn i e began to l ook l i ke a p r oud 

sa i ling craft • •• 

Marina owner , Ha r vey Veng r of f , donated 

of f ic e space f o r the Li t t le Jenni e . 

Overlook ing the boat, t he office 

served as a base of operation f or t he 

cor porat i on. Pr i or t o this , al l 

of f i ce wo r k took plac e in Perks atti c . 

So in a geograph ic as wel l a s s ymbol ic 

way , Ope r a t i on Li tt le J ennie was 

moving fu r t her and fu rther into the 

communi ty. It was no longer one man's 

dream ; i t had become the pride of t he 

commun i ty • •• 
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-more generic office 
activity 

-establishing s hot 
from up on masts 
-Bill rai s ing the boom 
-tilt from one bl ock t o 
other on boom 
-tilt up from watery 
relfection to r ed buoy 
rigging 
-move on block looking 
toward bow 
-Bill on top of mast 

-beauty sho t of mi st in 
Cente rport hill s 

-Bill wo rk ing on misty 
deck 
-from li f e p rese rvers to 
Bill tak ing masts out 
of s ai ls 

-rope coming off s pool 
-episode of sails going 
up 
-Bil l s hak es hands wi 
volunteer 
-stands back to appreciate 
them 

p ag e thirty-three 

Me anwhi l e, everything from bumper 

s ticker s t o t ickets for the Captains' 

Bal l ba r ely kept t he p roject afloat. 

The booms we re r ai sed ••• and all 

remaining rigg ing ca r efully s ecured. 

It is May 17. Ti me to ri g t he 

sails • •• 

"These are b rand new Kerri. Th i s is 
what made t he whole p roject possible." 

"Thos e thing s don't need a touc h of 
adj us ting." 

"Ah, they l ook pretty, donl t they ? " 



Little Jennie 

-long shot of par ade 
- various parade shot&- -
-see Little Jennie behind 

some audio f r om song wi 
video of singers 
cutaways from 
the par t y 
don 't change f rom 
roug h cu t 

-ti l t down Liberty flag 
to r eveal boat 
-establis hing f rom mast 
to Steve sanding 
- t ilt up from sander 
to Steve's hands 

page thirty-four 

Memor ial Day , May 26, 1936. The 

r ecommi ss ioning of The Little Jenn ie . 

The commiss ioning of any ves sel is t he 

off icial r ecognition of its 

seaworthiness. 

For th e Little Jennie , i t was a 

chance to show off he r newly installed 

masts and engine to t he communi t y at 

l arge. For the p roject, it was a much 

needed oppo rtun i ty to raise fund s . 

"Our fi r st song is 'Gimme that 
Barb e r shop s t yl e ••• " 

Below deck on the boat was still 

completely barren. There was no 

electr ici t y , no p l umbing·. And i t was 

corning down to the wire ••• A special 

appeal went out t o the volunteer s . 
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-pan from wate r int o 
ma in cabin to rev ea l 
Ke rr i working 

- Ker r i pry ing up the::
floor 

-he walks around to 
pry up the fl oo r 
- c/ u of Kerr i wi s kill 
saw cutting t he wood 
-Bill helps him carry 
piec e ou t 

-John descends in t o cab i n 
and stuff sta r t s f lying 
out 

-c/u of Joe Skeen 
ch i s eling 

-stuf f is st i l l f l y ing 
out of the forwa rd cabin 
- Kerri cutting wi knife 
a chuc k of pa i nt 
-c/u cutt ing of f a piec e 
- c/u of Kerri's f ace 
- shot of Paul Ahr ens 
sc rap ing 

Torn Wisner music--"Oh, 
Little J ennie ••• " 

-wide s hot of boa t beached 

tilt down from side of 
boat to Joe Skeen 
working 

-c/u of Joe's ha nds 
working on the prop 

page thirty-five 

Wo rk began on th e floor and main 

bun ks of the cabin. 

.. 
"We ' l l use th is wood to make the 

bunk s on the s i de. Nothing gets 
wasted. Everyth i ng is recy.cled." 

"Got i t ." 

"What I'm do ing is mriunt ing the 
i nstruments ••• We ' ll have t he compass 
moun t ed he re.f t he depth gauge right 
be low i t and we' ll have the log or the 
ships s peed here." 

June 1. The boat is beached f or a 

f resh coat of bott om paint and some 

l ast minute adjus tments to the 

propel lor. 

"Boy I 'll tell you, I've driven about 
35 hol es s o f a r." 



Little J ennie .. . 
-wide shot of Bill 
showing Steve how to 
paint 
-c/u of same 
-c/u of Bil l's fe e t 

-wide shot of t i de 
,encroaching on paint ed 
boat 

-John walks by wi 
provis i ons 

-c/u of Ottar 

-Ottar ' s hands 
manipulating t he doors 

-slow pan of the f loor 

. -Steve descends into 
the mid cabin 
- Steve energetically 
working 

pag e thirty-six 

~T l~ 2 r e i t is , r ight there. Look a t 
thos e bab ies . I f Paul Ahren s could 
only see me now ••• Fou r weeks left! rt 

Ottar Kirkba ch , who had wroug ht the 

lion's s hare of the woodwo r k • •• 

"It i s mos tly oa k, because it i s the 
t radi t ional kind of wood used here . 
This i s a l s o a traditi onal wo r kb oat so 
we s houl d be us ing nat ive wood ." -

"When we star ted down he re it was 
jus t a disaste r area ••• Sinc e then we 
have put in f rames , a new cei ling and 
we have bo l ted down b i lg e kee ls to 
ei ther s ide ••• I t' s st i ll i n the 
unfini shed s t ages but it wi ll be 
getti ng bette r next week." 

"There's p robab ly going to be a 
f a irly large bunk i n here, r ad io 
equipmen t in one corner, chart t able , 
storage and t hat' s about i t ." 

"How'd you get roped into doing thi s 
t oday ?" 

"We gotta get the boat done." 

..., 
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-out wi more activi~~ 
from" Steve 
- f rom paint b rush d i pping 
in to pai nt c a n to Joe 
appl y ing it 

- pan from LJ to r eveal 

-Bill addres sing the 
gathering 

- cu taways of vario us 
volunte e r s 

-over Bi l l' s s houlder 
pan of volunt eers 

-Bill r esponds looking 
very weary 

page th i rty- seven 

Two years of toil ••• Now, it seemed 

s trange that OpSai l was on ly one week 

away. 

"The vessel wil l only have ·bunks for 
10 or 12 so if we go wi more people 
per vessel, they 'r e going to have ot 
s leep on deck ••• We gotta be prepa red 
for the wors t . It 's going t o be very 
cramped quarters. " 

In sp ite of t he long hours , hard work 

and lack of s leep of the pas t t hree 

week s , a sense of expectant joy began 

to well up among the volunteers. 

"What abou t food?" 

"Fo r f ood ••• hot dogs and hamburger s 
we can put together ••• Boil some water 
for s ome coffee. It's going to be 
really rough so. Keep that in mind. 
No refrigeration. We got a cool er and 
dry ice." 
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-the meeting beg ins 
to disperse . 

-s i houette shot of 
s t ev e s himmy ing out 
on t he edge of bowsp r it 
wi wo r k audio undernea t h 
83 126 

-B il l at news confe r enc e 
su r rounded by 
pol i ticians , c ame r as 
and on- l ooker s 

- a rt ic l es announcing 

- a r t icles announcing 
t he a rrival of the 
t al l s hips 

-wide shot of tent 

page th irty-eight 

The l as t mi nu te pr epar a tions t o ready 

the boa t had not l eft t i me even for a 

t est s a i l. of t he J enn i e. And lurking 

in the bac k of everyone's mind was 

a nag g ing poub t : will s he hold up under 

s ail? •• 

"Joe, let 's ge t back to work." 

The dqys just p rior t o OpSail we re a 

whir lwind of work, public appear ances 

and sleepless ni ghts . The Lit t l e 

J enn ie hosted t he tal l s hips on t heir 

way t o t he s tatue of Liberty 

Centennial. Hunt ington Harbor was 

des ignated LibertyPortfor the 

occa s ion . And t he captains and their -

crews were honored at the July 1 

Captain' s Ball fundrasier. 
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-mus ic and dancing 

Rufus announces 
gift of flags 
-Tal l ships captains 
a re announced 

-Bill accepts awar d and 
r ece i ves a s t anding 
ovat ion 

c/ u of bow b r eaking 
t hr ough the wa ter ti l t 
up t o reveal LJ a t 
sunri s e 

bowsprit jutting into 
the morning sky 

aerial shot of 
Opsail 

page thirty-nine 
. ~ .. 

The Captain' s Ball was a 'complete 

s ucc ess . Five hundred partiers 

dre s sed i n their finest greeted tall 

ships capt ain 's from around the world. 

It was a long way from those early 

fun dra isers, a long way i ndeed • ••• 

Crewed by vo l unt ee rs and dres s e d i n 

her f inest , t he Lit t l e Jennie motors 

down the Long Isl and Sound to meet 

another l ady newl y res t or ed: t he 

Statue of Libe r ty . 

Meanwhile , anot her 100 t a l l ships from 

all pa rts of t he wor ld were making a 

similar voyage, each with dis tinctive 

l i nes, each with a unique story to 

t e l l . The Litt le J ennie was joining a 

p roud company of vessels , the most 

out s tanding assemblage of historic 

s hi ps t he worl d has ever s een •• • 
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'· '.-later splashes up by 
bow 
-twirl shot of masi~ 

-Bill inte rvi ew 

music and footage of 
LJ and tall ships 

-Bill 

- c/u of beauti f ul ships 

-LJ next to anothe r tall 
sh i p 

- Joe D. snapping ,p ictures 
- looking back t oward Perks 
and c r ew 
-shots of t a l l s hips 

- guy puts on gloves 
- guy star t s t o pull of f 
canvas covers 
-wide shot of sa il s being 
raised 
- med i um of Steve pull ing on 

page forty 

ur got a lot. of sl eep last n ight . r 
got f ou r hours. I feel gr ea t today ." 

"We1re abou t one ho ur from v i cto r y 
here." 

"Loo k at the davi ts on that 
t hing ••• See how he r s t e rn l i ghts are 
mounted ." 

As t he Li t t le Jennie took her 

position i n t he parade, the crew 

unfu rl ed"her c l ean, white canvas 

sa ils • •• 

s a i ls "Ho . Ho. HoL" 

-tilt down mast of Steve 
giving last tug 
-wide s hot If LJ wi rear 
sail up 
- Steve look s up wi hands on 
rope 

1..11 
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-c/u of rope being tied 
off 

-wide shot of Jennie wi 
two sails up 
-Bill ties off rope at 
stern . See t he sway of the 
boat 

-tilt down j i b sail to 
reveal 3 guys on bow sprit 

-Paul pulls on r ope as boom 

page forty- one 

, 
"Stay on t hos e lines. Get ready to . 

pu l l he r in wh en sh~ starts to jibe ." 

"Watch yo ur jibe if that boom comes 
a round . " 

sw i ngs over "Bo. Ho Hoi" 

- Ame rican flag fl app ing 
wi sa i l 
-wide shot of LJ wi 3 sai ls 
up heading f o r Verranzano 

Tom Wi s ner mus ic: "Going to see a Lady " 

-Bill at the wheel 

- f r om behi nd bagpipes 
looking over bowsprit 
- from zoom in of bowspri t 
to LJ s a iling t hru frame 
- John waving to boat full 
of p eople 
- f rom behind Bill: he 
points 
- people waving from boa t 
-from below bagpipes 
l ooking up 
-comp ressed shot of 
CROWDED harbor 

SOUND OF BAGPIPES 

Unde r sail, t he crew had their hands 

full negotiating through a harbor 

jammed wi th an estimated 35,000 boats. 

/ 
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-they pull in s a il 
-Bill standing & t ur n ing 
wheel 
-LJ disappea r s into a 
bank of boats 
-people appl aud . They 've 
gotten th ro ugh . 
- Bill says 

-bowsprit sweeps by s kyline 
-Jennie s a il s by Manhattan 
skyline 
-fi r st v iew of t he statue 
-applause 

- St atue pas s es through 
LJ s ails 
- Bi ll interview 

-trans ition shot of 
stat ue 
-Paul Ahrens 

-stat ue at bow 
-Hike Mahoney 

-Steve Arndt 

-c/u of Billy w/ Statue 

page f o rty-two 

"Bill, we got a~p roblem here. I got 
i t! " 

"Stall i t. Stal l it. Pul l it in ." 

"Wow. Phew." 

" Isn' t that wi l d. My God." 

"A l ot of hard work, a good wife, a 
lot of f ri ends; heavily in debt ••• She 
looks p ret ty though , doesn't she? " 

"This i s wha t we all worked fo~. And 
it' s a l ot of work t o sai l th is boat , 
t oo." 

"I got to say t hat w/out t he tenac i t y 
of Perks to make this thing go, no one 
of us beli eved we'd be here up unt il 
abou t 2 or 3 weeks ago." 

"This is jus t a beginning; it's just 
a beginning. We have a lot of wor k to 
do and the boat is going to go much 
furt he r." 

" I saw perhaps t he most s pectacula r 
boats on the face of this earth, a s 
wel l as 20 warships w/ all their crew 
in dres s whites at attention on 
deck ••• And I' m gl ad _,&ary-orieo 01\ deck 
had the chance t o experience i t . It's 
once in a lifetime ••• ! feel very proud 
and I'm glad to be here." 
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-----Static of Statue, 
dissolve ove r firewo rk s 
-fade to black 
-fade up to Tom Wisher 
plunking away at the 
end of the dock 

-f irst cutaway~-LJ 
at Chesapeake Bay br i dge 

-LJ going by United Na tions 

- come back to Tom Wisne r clu 

-cutaway to LJ at suns et f rom 
Huntington parade 

CHARACTER GENERATION: 

4 L 

page forty-three 

.~ 

Three week s f ol lowing OpSail ' 86, the Li t tl e J enn ie returned to 
the place of her birth, Solomon' s I sland , Maryl and, as the guest 

oof t he Calvert County Ma ritime Marine Mus eum. 

Today , the Littl e Jenn ie i s t he fl agshi p of a budding mari t ime 
museum at the Co i ndr e Hal l boathouse in Huntington, Long I s land. 
The County of Suf fo lk donated the neglect ed boathouse to 
Oper ation Little Jennie, Inc. who is now strugg l ing to res t ore 
i t. 

But thatt s anothe r s t ory •• • 
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